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“Stop The Murder Trial! 
Support The Berlin 7! 


Free The Imprisoned Antifascists! 


The following isa collection of documents from the International solidarity Groupin Berlin which 
is the solidarity committee for 7 antifascists who are on trial in Germany. Our group, Arm The 
spirit, has produced this leaflet to help build soidarity here in Canada and in ie rest of North 


America with the imprisoned antifascists. 


International Newsletter #1 - September 1994 (Updated Version) 


Stop The Murder Trial In Berlin! 
Freedom For Fatma, Abidin, Mehmet, 
Seyho, Carlo, Erkan and Bazain! 


A call for a day of international solidarity activities on behalf 
of the 7 imprisoned Kurdish, Turkish and German anti-fascists 
in Berlin, Germany. 


Supporters and relatives of the imprisoned seven antifascists 
and youths are concerned over the fact that the trial might take 
place behind closed doors. Apparently, the presiding judge, 
Mrs. Eschenhagen, is contemplating the exclusion of the 
public throughout the whole trial (see below). 


On September 20, 1994, one of the biggest trials against anti- 
fascists and politically organized immigrants since 1945 will start in 
Berlin. Four Turkish and Kurdish antifascists - Fatma, Abidin, Mehmet 
and Seyho, one German anti-fascist, Carlo, and two youths Erkan and 
Bazdin - are being charged with the alleged “premeditated collective 
murder and six attempted murders.” 

What happened: In April 1992 a group of fascist cadres from 
offshoot organizations of the Republikaner Party, among them func- 
tionaries from the DL (Deutsche Liga fuer Volk und Heimat - German 
League for Folk and Nation, an organizational alliance between 
militant fascists, right-wing conservatives and representatives of the 
New Right) met in a Chinese restaurant in the Berlin neighbourhood 
of Neukolln. Neukolln is a neighbourhood with a high ratio of Turkish, 
Kurdish and other immigrant citizens. The fascists - among them the 
infamous lawyer Carsten Pagel - were discussing plans and financing 
for German fascist expansions in eastern Europe. By coincidence the 
meeting was discovered and a spontaneous mobilization to prevent 
the meeting took place. Outrage existed that in a climate of fascist and 
racist terror a group of nazi functionaries would meet in their 
neighbourhood. The meeting was attacked by a group of masked 
people in a spontaneous anti-fascist action. During the attack, one 
fascist Gerhard Kaindl, secretary of the DL, was severely hurt with a 
knife and subsequently died. Another fascist Thorsten Thaler (from the 
Hoffman-von Fallersleben Think Tank) was injured. Immediately after 
the incident, the police, state security forces and the media claimed that 
the perpetrators could only come from Turkish or Arabic circles - even 
though they were partially masked. A first wave of intense repression 
was set in motion. A special commission was established with 20 
members, Houses of politically active antifascist Turkish and Kurdish 
persons were watched and raided. The main target of the repression 
became the Turkish-Kurdish organization “Antifascist Genclik” 
(Antifascist Youth). Antifascist Genclik had been partially successful in 


organizing Turkish and Kurdish youth gangs politically and claiming 
the right to anti-racist/anti-fascist self-defence for immigrants, refugees 
and other people of colour. 

From the start of the investigation, certain elements of the police 
force cooperated closely with the fascists from the DL. Already in 
October 1992, a representative of the Hoffman-von Fallersleben-Think 
Tank admitted that he was handed a list of alleged perpetrators by the 
police during a witness interrogation. In June 1994, the DL announces 
in their newspaper that the names and addresses of the alleged 
perpetrators can be obtained from their office. 

Then, in November 1993, the 18 year old, Erkan, handed himself 
to the police, claiming that he participated in the attack on Kaindl, and 
thathe would give testimony on the other participants. For two weeks 
Erkan was held by the police without any contact to lawyers. It was 
during that time, that Erkan made his statements against 10 other 
people. Shortly after a lawyer was able to visit him, he stopped 
cooperating with the police. To this day it is unclear what happened 
to Erkan during those first two weeks in police custody. Erkan has had 
a history of mental illness. His illness grew worse in prison; over New 
Years 93/94 he attempted suicide. He was then placed in a psychiatric 
prison ward and later on declared to be “unfit for prison” and tempo- 
rarily released to a closed psychiatric treatment centre in Berlin. 

Due to Erkan’s statements, the police arrested Fatma (22) and 
Mehmet (32). Two days after their arrests Abidin (34) handed himself 
over to the police. Two weeks later Bazdin (20) was arrested. Bazdin 
also cooperated with the police and gave statements against the other 
10 accused. In July 1994, another Kurdish antifascist, Seyho, handed 
himself over to the police and in August 1994, the German antifascist 
Carlo also gave himself up to the police. Both of them have not given 
any testimony to the police. They are facing the same charges as the 
other five and will be put on trial with them. Beyond that the police are 
still searching for four more Kurdish, Turkish and German anti-fascists. 
During the arrests of Fatma and Mehmet, police threatened their 
relatives and friends. Especially for Fatma, the racist special treatment 
has continued in jail, where she was held in isolation for the first 3 
months. In April 1994, the state prosecutor, Nielson, handed down the 
indictment. The indictment is based exclusively on the testimony of 
Erkan and Bazdin. 


The Trial 

Judge Eschenhagen has announced the beginning of the trial for 
September 20th. The trial is scheduled to take at least until the end of 
1994 and might take place in the high security wing of the courthouse 
Cwith glass cages in the courtroom for the accused, etc.) The five 
accused are facing a life sentence (up to 20 years in jail) and deportation 
to Turkey afterwards. At this point Judge Eschenghagen is contemplat- 
ing the exclusion of the public from the courtroom throughout the 
whole trial. That would mean that no one would be able to enter the 
courtroom - except for the three judges, the state prosecutor, the seven . 


imprisoned accused and their lawyers as well as the fascist witnesses. 
The media, any human rights activists and international observers as 
well as the relatives and supporters of the accused would be barred 
from observing the trial. 


In a trial, 

* where the state prosecution will rely heavily on the statements of the 
two crown witnesses Bazdin and Erkan, 

* where certain elements of the investigation forces, the Berlin police 
and the Secret Service, have cooperated with the DL, 

* where the charges could result in sentences up to life imprisonment 
and extradition to Turkey afterwards, the contemplations of the 
presiding judge, Mrs. Eschenhagen, are a cause of grave concern to the 
accused and their supporters and relatives. 


Fascist Terror And The State’s Complicity 

Since 1990, fascists and racists have killed at least 75 people - 
immigrants, refugees, homeless, disabled and young anti-fascists - in 
Germany; thousands of attacks and firebombings have been aimed 
particularly at immigrants and refugees as well as against the small 

Jewish community. In 1991/1992 i.e., the pogrom in Hoyerswerda 
took place. Mete Eksi, a Turkish youth was killed on the street by racists 
in Berlin. The situation was and has been escalated to a point where 
internationally known Jewish writer Ralf Giordano publicly called on 
all Jewish people and other victims of fascist terror to arm themselves, 
because they could not rely on the German state for protection. 

The media and the government have been and are fuelling a 
fascist ideology; the daily terror is being down-played and the victims 
are being blamed - by the colour of their skin or their nationality they 
are being turned into scapegoats. The government is using the fascists 
in order to create a climate of overboard nationalism and chauvinism. 
Similarly, elements of the governing parties openly support German 
revisionism and rewriting of history, questioning the borders to Poland 
again, for example. 

Despite the unabated wave of racist and fascist murders and terror 
the German government, state forces and media have declared so- 
called “organized crime by foreigners”, immigrants, refugees, leftists 
andall others who stand up against racism and fascism to be the “inner 
enemy”, threatening the order and security of the German state. In 
contrast the murders of immigrant women and children in Moelln or 
Solingen are being called “lost youth”, “drunk at the time of their 
action” and the “losers of German reunification” and dealt with 
accordingly with mere slaps on their wrists. 

At this point all elements of the German state are acting in 
complicity with organized fascists: 

During the pogroms in Hoyerswerda, Rostock and Magdeburg, 
German police looked on while a racist mob chased people of colour 
in the streets or actively took sides 
with the fascists, by arresting 
refugees and immigrants 
who dared to defendthem- 
selves. 

Racism within the state 
security forces is fashion- 
able and accepted: 

In Berlin and the state 
of Brandenburg, atleast 15 
Vietnamese citizens were 
systematically tortured in 
several police precincts - 
cigarettes were extin- 
guished on their bodies, 
plastic bags were placed 
over their heads and they 
were threatened with 
death and rape. The Jew- 


“Kaindl Trial” Opens In Berlin 
Press Release - September 20, 1994 


Obstruction Of The Public 

Today, Tuesday, September 20, proceedings in the so-called 
“Kaindl Trial” against seven Berlin anti-fascists were begun. Out- 
side the court, 300 friends and supporters rallied in support of the 
accused. 

Fifteen plainclothes police, partly known from the Berlin 
neighborhood Kreuzberg, tried to push through the visitors to the 
trial standing in a line. The exaggerated security precautions were 
designed to intimidate the friends and supporters of the accused. 
The entrance controls were especially extreme: Each visitor had to 
take offhis/her shoes and have his/her clothes rummaged through. 
Even things like pens and paper were confiscated. 

The seats for members of the press were filled with a large 
number of journalists, and the international trial observers were 
seated together with the press. 

It was wonderful to see the prisoners once again, some of 
whom had been held in prison for 10 months already. Mehmet, 
whose birthday was today, was greeted with a rendition of “Happy 
Birthday”, and the others were welcomed with shouts and ap- 
plause. The mood amongst the defendants was very relaxed, and 
they talked and laughed with one another. 

The first day of proceedings was marked by several interrup- 
tions and delays. During breaks, it was possible to exchange a few 
words with the defendants, who in turn supplied the audience with 
cigarettes, since tobacco and cigarettes were confiscated by secu- 
rity at the entrance to the courtroom. 

The trial itself did not get past the point of 
introductions, since the proceedings had to be broken off 
because Erkan was not fit to be on trial. Erkan appears to be in a 
psychologically desolate state, and he appears to be under the 
heavy influence of psychiatric drugs. 

We said goodbye with a long applause and we shouted 
slogans like “Power durch die Mauer!” (“Power through the walls!”) 
and we promised that “We will be back!”. 

The next hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27, at 
9:00am in Room 500. We would like lots of people to show up 
early! Please coordinate your visits to the trial by contacting the 
Trial Office at Tel.: +49-30-694-9354. 


Stop the Murder Trial! Support the Berlin 7! 


ish community of Berlin has stated publicly that they do not feel 
protected against the growing wave of anti-semitic attacks by a police 
that often refuses to even record complaints. 

The German justice system has a fascist continuity and continues 
along theses lines: One of many examples is the case of former Waffen 
SS-Major-General Wilhelm Mohnke. Mohnke (82) was responsible for 
the deaths of hundreds of Allied prisoners of war and the defense of the 
Fuhrerbunker in 1945. Even though in 1994, British officials released 
further evidentiary material, the German state prosecutor has not 
wanted to open a case for the last 49 years. 

Meanwhile, a German court in 1992 sentenced the 76 year old 
anti-fascist Gerhard Bogelein to life in prison for having allegedly 
killed a former Wehrmacht judge in a Soviet prison camp in 1947 - 
despite the fact that no direct evidence existed. Gerhard Bogelein died 
in 1993 due to the consequences of his imprisonment. 

Berlin is just one example of a city where members of the 
government apparatus are closely cooperating with the organizations 
of the New Right. The latest scandal in a longline: Hans-Ulrich Bonfert, 
spokesperson for Christian Democrat Senator of the Interior 


Heckelmann, attended an open and internal strategy meeting with 
representatives of circles from the Republikaner party and the DL. The 
consequences have been mild: Bonfert has been placed in a different 
position inside the state apparatus. Senator Heckelmann, responsible 
for overseeing the police apparatus, i.e., also for the special police 
commission on Kaindl’s death, the state security apparatus and the 
secret service, had to hand the secret service over to Berlin’s Christian 
Democratic mayor. 


What Does This Trial Mean? 

The charges are sending a clear message: Do not dare to intervene 
against fascists and racists or you will be charged with murder or 
attempted murder. 

Any attempts by refugees and immigrants for political self-deter- 
mination and autonomous organization is being threatened with 
criminalization - be it anti-fascist immigrant organizing or support for 
the Kurdish liberation struggle. 

The trial will take place during the “hot phase” of the national 


Write To The Prisoners! 


1st Envelope: 


Staatsanwaltschaft Berlin 
z.Hd. StA Nielsen 

Az: 1 Kap js 679/92 
Turmstr. 91 

10548 Berlin 

Germany 


2nd Envelope (within the 1st envelope): 


Abidin Eraslan, Buch-Nr.: 5455/93 
UHA Moabit, Alt Moabit 12a 
10559 Berlin 


Mehmet Ramme, Buch-Nr.: 5436/93 
UHA Moabit, Alt Moabit 12a 
10559 Berlin 


Fatma Balamir, Buch-Nr.: 950/93/8 
JVA fuer Frauen 
Friedrich-Olbricht-Damm 17 
13627 Berlin 


Erkan Sonmez 
c/o Karl-Bonhoeffer Nervenklinik 
Oranienburger Str. 285 

13437 Berlin 


Bazdin Yoldas 
Jugendstrafanstalt Plotzensee 
Friedrich-Olbricht-Damm 40 
13627 Berlin 


We do not have addresses for Carlo and Seyho. Write 
to the ISG (see address on back). 


general elections. Already, the governing parties CDU/CSU and FDP 
are campaigning on “Law and Order” slogans and the demand for a 
strong state with severely limited civil rights, especially for immigrants 
and refugees as well as the left opposition. The trial is to serve as an 
example of that strategy. 


Remember: 


* This trial is the result of a campaign by state forces to criminalize 
mainly immigrant anti-fascists and their organizing for self-determina- 
tion and self-defense in a country where racist and fascist terror is being 
openly supported by the state and where fascist killers are being dealt 
with as “apolitical youth.’ 


“It is rather evident that certain elements of the police have cooperated 
with the fascists from the DL during the investigation of Kaindl’s death. 


- * The DL is not just one fascist organization among many, but a link 


between the parliamentarian wing of the fascist Right and the militant 
right-wing terror scene. 


* The indictment charges ten people with “premeditated collective 
murder and attempted murder.” Thereby, no individual evidence has 
to be presented for the court to decare everyone who was present at 
the scene. 


* The indictment is based exclusively on the statements of two youths, 
and one of them has a history of mental illness. 


* The trial is one in a row of trials against active anti-fascists and it is 
being used to intimidate the whole anti-fascist movements as well as 
to split the movement along the lines of “militant self-defense versus 
trust in the state forces.” 


Do Not Leave Fatma, Abidin, Mehmet, 
Seyho, Carlo, Erkan And Bazdin In 
The Hands Of The German “Justice” 
System! 


Protest At Your Local German Institu- 
tion - Consulate, Embassy, Chamber 
Of Commerce, Goethe Institute, Ger- 
man Banks And Multinationals, Etc, On 
September 19th! 


Write Letters Of Protest And Support 
To State Prosecutor Nielson 


Send Faxes (49-30-39792010) Of Soli- 
darity On The First Day Of The Trial, 


September 20th To The Court! 


International Newsletter #3 - September 1994 


Dear anti-fascist friends and human rights activists! 

We would like to thank you all for your tremendous support. The 
joint day of action was a big success. Heart-felt thanks also from the 
accused. Your actions gave them lots of strength. With the aid of the 
international actions and the international trial observers, the media 
black-out here has been broken and an objective form of reporting is 
finding its way into the media. 

The feared exclusion of the public from the trial did not happen. 
The presiding judge, Eschenhagen, noted that there seemed to be a 
great deal of international public interest in the trial, and that therefore 
she would not exclude the public from the trial. 


Days 1 And 2 Of The Trial 

On Tuesday, September 20, the trial opened with a rally in front 
of the court building. The proceedings could only begin after a two 
hour delay, because the Berlin police had surrounded the building and 
would not allow a sufficient number of spectators into the court. 
Therefore, the charges could not be read during the first day of the 
proceedings, which then had to be broken off early because the 
psychologically-ill Erkan Sonmez was in poor health. Inside the 
courtroom, the spectators sung “Happy Birthday” for Mehmet Ramme, 
who turned 32 that day. It was obvious also that everyone was very 
happy to see their friends again. 

The charges were read on the second day of the trial on September 
27. Political statements from defendents Fatma Balamir and Abidin 
Eraslan were also read. We will be sending these in a future mailing. 


The International Trial Observers 

The following people travelled to Berlin to observe the trial: 
Yuksel Hos from the Turkish human rights organization IHD, Mike Luft 
from “Searchlight” magazine in Great Britain, Leonard Weinglass, an 
American lawyer and a member of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), and Gloria Echeveste and Julio Peralta of the MLN-Tupamaros 
from Uruguay. On Tuesday evening after the trial opened, the interna- 
tional observers, along with one of the lawyers and Ulla Jelpke 
(member of parliament for the leftist PDS party), held an information 
event which close to 300 people attended. 

After discussions with the team of lawyers after the opening day 
of the trial, the international observers issued a joint statement. 

Unfortunately, we must report that Carlo Blietz (27) has been 
detained in unbearable conditions. At first, he was put in a cell which 
had swastikas graffittied onto the walls. After he protested, he was 
placed in a cell without any electricity. He has had packages withheld, 
and he is only allowednon-contact visits with his girlfriend G0 minutes 
every two weeks). 

The prisoners would like to say thanks for the many cards and 
letters they have received. They aren’t always able to respond, how- 
ever, because the prison officials often refuse to give them the 
envelopes on which the return address is written. Please write your 
return address on the letter itself so that you can receive an answer! 


International Solidarity Actions 

On the evening before the trial openend, 2000 people took part 
in a solidarity demonstration in the Kreuzberg section of Berlin. There 
were also rallies in front of German consulates in several European 
cities as well as in Washington D.C., and letters were sent to German 
establishments, including to the court itself. 

In Barcelona, 150 anti-fascists demonstrated outside the German 
consulate, and in Valencia, 50 activists hung a banner outside the 
German consulate. In France, the “Solidarite Resistance Antifa” orga- 
nized a rally of 80 people outside the German embassy in Paris, where 
a protest resolution was handed over. In Lyon, 30 people occupied a 
room in the Goethe Institute for one hour. In Lille, 30 people demon- 


strated outside the German consulate, while in Nantes, a leafletting 
action in the city center had to be called off due to heavy rain showers. 
In Bourges, a solidarity concert was held. In Norway, there were 
protest actions in Bergen and Tromso. Petitions were also handed over 
to the German embassies in Copenhagen and Stockholm. There was 
also supposed to be a rally outside the German embassy in Helsinki, 
but we have not yet received a report of this action. The same is true 
for Amsterdam and Rotterdam. In Manchester, the wasa picket in front 
of the German consulate, and in Newcastle, there was a rally of 50 
people in the city center, during which petition signatures were 
collected. In Washington D.C., the Students Coalition Against Racism 
(SCAR) held a noisy rally outside the German consulate, and in Vienna, 
protesters marched past the German embassy. There were also solidar- 
ity actions in neighboring Switzerland. But protest actions were not 
only organized by Western antifas, but also in the Polish city of 
Wroclaw there was a rally outside the German consulate. Protest 
resolutions were also sent to the court from Canada, and there were 
media reports in several countries concerning the trial and its back- 
ground. 


Sincerely, 


Prozessbuero c/o 
International Solidarity Group 
Dieffenbachstrasse 33 
D-10967 Berlin 

Germany 


Telephone and Fax: ++49-30-694 93 54 or Fax ++49-30-786 99 84 
E-mail: PROZESSBUERO@LINK-B36.berlinet.in-berlin.de 
(Leave messages or call on monday from 14.00-20.00) 


Trial Summary continued 


street, a group of five Nazis, among them a representative of the 
Republikaner Partei, were giving interviews to the press. A lawyer for 
the Nazis is present during the court proceedings as a side prosecutor 
representing Gabriele Hartung, former member of the executive board 
of the Deutsche Liga, who was also present during the Nazi meeting in 
the Chinese restaurant. So far, the lawyer has observed the trial 
porceedings silently; however, he has the right to question the prison- 
ers, to file evidentiary motions, etc., and also to make a statement in the 
end. So far, there are no indications that the Nazis are able to follow 
through with their announcement of a big mobilization to the court- 
house. 


Media Response 

So far, the media reports - way into the liberal and bourgeois 
national newspapers - have been mostly objective. The role of the 
Secret Service is being pointed out and the trustworthiness of the two 
state witnesses (Erkan and Bazdin) is being questioned. The judge is 
being portrayed as liberal and open-minded by the media. The 
presence of international observers during the first day of the trial and 
their press conference has helped us a lot to legitimize our points of 
view for the bourgeois press. 


Repression Against Supporters 

So far, the repression can be pinned down to the existence of a 
court order to search the files of the supporters’ donation bank account 
and that the account has been cancelled twice by two different banks. 
In light of the fact that on October 16th the general elections are taking 
place in Germany, there is a possibility that some politicians want to 
gain a bit more profile by making propaganda points, i.e. the Senator 
for the Interior in Berlin. 


Brief Summary Of The First Five Days 
Of Proceedings In The “Kaindl Trial”, 


As Of October 11, 1994 


About The Trial Proceedings: 


Security Measures/Situation Inside The Courtroom: 

All visitors have to pass through security check-points; their 
identity papers are being copied and the copies are being passed on to 
the judge. On the first day of the trial about 100 police were on duty 
outside the courthouse; inside the courtroom about 15 armed police 
guards were deployed. This latter measure was recalled by the judge 
after the defendants’ lawyers filed a motion. Now, about 10 courtroom 
security guards are deployed in the front area of the courtroom and of 
course there still remains the unkown number of plainclothes police. 
Only 65 spectators are allowed into the courtroom. On the first day of 
the trial, only about 30 people had managed to get through all the 
security measures 1 1/2 hours after the official beginning of the trial. 
And police did everything to slow down the proceedings. Since then, 
the judge has ordered the front entrance to open at 7:30am (the court 
session starts at 9:00am) and the police harassment of the spectators is 
less obvious. The prisoners do not sit in glass cages - as was feared in 
the beginning - (the trial, however, takes place in the high-security 
wing of the courthouse), but they sit on benches in front of the glass 
cages in the front area of the courtroom, which is separated from the 
spectator area. During the first day of the trial the prisoners - who 
hadn't seen each other throughout their pre-trial detention time of 11 
months - could meet during trial breaks in those glass cages in order to 
talk and smoke there. This possibility has been prohibited by the judge 
since the second day of trial. There is shouting between the prisoners 
and their relatives and friends during trial breaks. 


Developments Within The Court Proceedings: 

Fatma, Mehmet, Abidin, Seyho, and Carlo have all made trial 
declarations, which you will receive, in part, with this package (the 
declarations of Seyho and Carlo have not been put into writing yet, and 
Mehmet’s statement has not been translated into English yet, sorry, but 
it will follow soon). 

It is essential that all prisoners have stated - Bazdin as well - that 
they want to relieve each other with their statements. 

Fatma has stated that she will not make any statements related to 
the charges. 

Abidin has stated that he did not participate in the action and 
therefore he cannot and will not make any statements in regard to the 
charges. Ata later point he will put in an evidentiary motion in regard 
to the question where he was during that evening. 

Erkan is barely able to follow the court proceedings and also 
states that he does not comprehend the legal proceedings. He contin- 
ues to get medication and often seems to be absent-minded. His 
physician from the psychiatric hospital is present throughout the trial 
proceedings. There are a number of breaks during the proceedings 
due to his physical and mental condition. According to specialists, he 
can only be in court for a maximum of 6 hours per day. 

Bazdin (the main points of his statements in front of the court): 
About his statements to the Secret Service after his arrest: During the 
interrogations on the day of his arrest the Secret Service showed him 
the written protocols of Erkan’s statements and read parts of them to 
him. It was his impression that he was supposed to confirm Erkan’s 
statements. He only made his statement to the Secret Service that 
Abidin participated in the action, because that was what was written 
in Erkan’s statement. He could not remember that Abidin had partici- 
pated in the action. He was questioned by two Secret Service agents, 


he then replied, the two agents took notes during his answers. 
Afterwards, the two agents formulated his statements and dictated 
them to a secretary. The written copies of those statements were then 
placed in front of him. He was not able to concentrate any longer, he 
only read the first few sentences and then signed everything (alto- 
gether there are about 100 pages of statements to the Secret Service and 
the state prosecutor by Bazdin), Furthermore, the agents read sen- 
tences to him and he was supposed to only say “yes” or “no” in regard 
to the truth of their content. He was interrogated from 9:00am until the 
evening. The Secret Service agents had told him that ifhe would make 
statements, they would intervene with the state prosecutor that he 
would be able to go home in the evening. According to him there 
existed three core issues which the Secret Service agents were inter- 
ested in: Abidin and Mehmetas the so-called leaders, Antifasist Genclik ` 
as an organization, and contacts to Devrimci Sol and the PKK. 

In his statements, Bazdin incriminates one of the antifascists who 
is now in illegality. He states that there was no joint plan for the action 
- this statement has been confirmed by Mehmet, Seyho, and Carlo as 
well. When confronted with a number of the same questions that he 
was given during the interrogation by the Secret Service, he does not 
remember the facts at all and also disclaims the answers that the Secret 
Service wrote down. 


Mehmet: About the interrogation by the Secret Service: He was 
pressured to make statements, i.e. by the Secret Service agent making 
comparisons with interrogations in Turkey. He refused to make any 
statements and was not allowed to call his lawyer until the second day. 


Seyho: About the situation in front of the Chinese restaurant; He and 
some other men were opposed to Fatma (and other women) coming 
with them and therefore Fatma was not present in the Chinese 
restaurant. His position was, either he goes along or Fatma does. He 
explains his position with Kurdish machismo. 


Carlo: About the situation in front of the Chinese restaurant: There 
were a number of different groups that were present in front of the 
Chinese restaurant at different times, because the information had 
spread like wildfire among the scene in Kreuzberg. There was a great 
chaos about the question what to do - the ideas ranged from making 
a demonstration to throwing the Nazis out of the restaurant. He was 
only aware of two baseball bats as weapons. 


Our Own Conclusions So Far: 

The facts about the interrogation methods of the Secret Service, 
the non-existence of a joint plan of action, and the untrustworthiness 
of the two state witnesses (Erkan and Bazdin) have become relatively 
obvious at this point. It is important that there be international 
observers present during the questioning of the Secret Service agents 
and during the questioning of the Nazis. Supposedly the questioning 
of the Secret Service agents will start on October 23rd. The Nazis will 
probably come about two weeks later. Therefore we have an urgent 
request to you: If you know of any lawyers, reprsentatives of liberal 
organizations, etc., who want to observe the trial, please let us know. 


Nazis 
On the first day of the trial, a big rally of 300 supporters of the 
Prisoners took place in front of the courthouse. On the other side of the 


continued on page 4... 


- Trial Declaration Of Abidin Ersalan 


The charges against me are wrong. I was not in the Chinese 
restaurant “Jin Shan” in the early morning of April 4, 1992, noteven near 
it. I didn’t know about the action that took place there and didn’t hear 
about what happend until the next morning. The statements of Erkan 
Sonmez and Bazdin Yoldas saying the opposite are wrong. 

The only thing that is true is that I am an antifascist who worked 
with Antifasist Genclik. Since I have been in prison now for over ten 
months, I will at least say something about that organisation. 

Antifasist Genclik is an association of Turkish and Kurdish youth 
and adults. We are an independent, (self-)determined, non-hierachical 
organisation of antifascist immigrants living in Berlin. Our goals are to 
organize, to address our interests, to succeed in the democratic and 
political aims we have in Germany. 

For Antifasist Genclik - and as far as I know for the antifascist 
movementin general -thekilling of Nazishas never and nowhere been 
proposed as a means in the antifascist struggle and has never been 
done before. For us, the antifascist struggle is no competition between 
the nazis and the antifascists: It’s a long-term political, ideological, and 
social struggle for a broad antifascist movement, because only in that 
way willthe nazis become isolated in the society. We are neither 
adventurers nor violent, we are fighting for a society without violence, 
for a society in which nobody will be discriminated against or op- 
pressed because of their colour, their gender, or their sexual orienta- 
tion. 

In the face of the growing racism and the reinforced fascist 
tendencies in this society, we are now of course forced to defend our 
life, our dignity, and our future. For the German society, the entrench- 
ment and spread of racist ideas in it and its consequences are a main 
problem: For us immigrants this is about the question of survival! 

Racist and fascist terror is primarily directed at us immigrants, but 
more and more it’s also directed at Germans who don’t fit in the “aryan 
view of the world”. Also, more and more disabled, homeless, and 
homosexual people, democrats, humanists, and antifascists get terror- 
ized. Immigrants are hunted in the streets, houses are set on fire, 
people get murdered. In the last for years years almost 100 people have 
been killed in racist and fascist attacks, thousands have been wounded, 
aside from the daily discrimination, humiliation, and assults on our 
dignity. A lot of us live in fear to walk the streets at night and wake up 
with nightmares. 

Ina situation like this it is just and legitimate to resist that racist and 
fascist terror. Considering the attacks on our dignity and our lives we 
immigrants don’t want to stay waiting for the time when we are driven 
into the slaughter-house like sheeps without taking action against that. 
The murder of millions of people during Nazi-barbarity must not 
happen again. 

In that sense, immigrants, antiracist and antifascist organisations 
are trying to take responsibility. The antiracist and antifascist struggle 
is a necessity. We immigrants must not wait until we get attacked: We 
have to stop this developement at its very beginning. We must not just 
watch them spread their deadly fascist propaganda, joining to attack 
refugees or progressive centers. We don’t wantto be partoftomorrow’s 
German body count, we don’t want to be the Jews of tomorrow. This 
land is also our land, and it must not be led into a fascist disaster a 
second time. 

Like the terror of the Nazis 50 years ago can’t be put on the same 
level with the resistance against it, like the German war of conquest 
can’t be equated with the liberation of Germany, also the inhuman 
racist terror of today is very different from the just struggle against the 
fascist murderer gangs. 

The failures of the German state at this point are obvious. The 
nationalism and the “ideology of a Greater Germany” of the last 5 years 
are coming alongside with denying, tolerating, and supporting racism 


and neo-fascism. The whole state had been mobilized against the Red 
Army Fraction, but now facing the fascist provocations they only do 
pathetic proclamations that they want to tackle that problem. Today 
the German state is not worried about the victims of its racist politics 
but about its reputation abroad only. The state itself layed the founda- 
tion for what we can hear now: “Germany for the Germans only)”, 
“Foreigners out!”, “Stop the flood of refugees!”. German politicians are 
adopting racist slogans. People that flee from political persecution and 
social distress get defamed as fake refugees, the special laws for 
foreigners get aggravated in shorter and shorter intervals. Although we 
immigrants have been living in Germany for 30 years and although we 
make up 10 percent of the population, we are excluded from basic civil 
rights like the right to vote, our language and culture is not accepted, 
and we are subjected to special laws. In this republic there are people 
with legal privileges - called Germans - and people that are legally 
discriminated against - called “Auslaender” (foreigners). And the only 
distinction between them is their ethnic origin. 

Therefore, we immigrants have to take our destiny in our own 
hands and we have to fight for our political rights, for our human rights, 
and for our right to live. Together with all democratic Germans, we 
want to fight against racism, fascism, and nationalism. We don’t want 
just to endure what happens and stay silent like our parents do. 

To survive in this society, we immigrants and antifascists have to 
resist. Resistance means to oppose racist and fascist terror strongly and 
with determination. Resistance means not to wait untill the nazis attack 
us, but to prevent them from building up their infrastructures. It is right 
and necessary to prevent the fascists from marching in the streets. It is 
right and necessary to prevent them from spreading their propaganda 
of inhumanity. If we don’t oppose the racist and fascist terror today, it 
may be too late tomorrow. 

Therefore, I say: Resistance now! The struggle against racism and 
fascism is just and necessary! The Nazis should be sitting on the 
benches of the accused, but not antifascists! 


Abidin Ersalan 


September 20th, 1994 
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